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The National Capital Area 
Civil liberties Union has 
asked Commissioner Walter 
N. Tobriner to put an imme- 
diate end to the Police De- 
partment’s practice of releas- 
ing copies of arrest records. 

The ACLU claims that 
these records are used by 
potential employers as a basis 
for turning away job appli- 
cants who have arrest records, 
even though they have never 
been convicted of any crimes. 

The proposal has been put 
forth by the civil liberties 
group as an “emergency meas- 
ure.” It would be the first 
step in asking the District 
Commissioners to amend local 
fair employment regulations 
to prohibit employers from in- 
quiring about arrests that do 
not result in convictions. 

In a letter to Tobriner, the 
ACLU says the policy of re- 
leasing arrest records- “is also 
harmful to public safety . . . 
The frequency of arrests in 
the District of Columbia for 
minor offenses suggests that 
the misuse of arrest records 
to deny employment may be a 
significant factor contributing 
to crime.” 



